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This hstingof claims will replace all prior versions, and listings, of chums in the 
application: 

r ;ctinp nf Claims: 

I (Currently Wed) A method for facilitating transfer of -tnmobrk vejucje 

leases includes the steps of: 

providint a website which displays a menu giving a visitor an option of 
Cher creating a record inching details of the visitor and of a leased momoMc 
vehicle whose lease the visitor intend, to assign, or viewing . list of records, each 
record including a description of a Leased auWrrte vehicle and an owner 
thereof; 

if the visitor intends to create a record: 

directing the visitor to a page at the website where the visitor can 
input information pertaining to a leased tnrtomcbrte vehide and 
formation to enable another visitor to the website to contact the visrtor. 
where-nth^^ 

nflHH ^ ^ vi.itnr rn encouragr mot her nsor to assume the lease; 

storing the record created by the visitor in a database; and 
if the visitor intends to view a record or records: 

directing the visitor to a page at the website where the visitor 
at least one record of a leased ju lu iiiobile vehicle. 



can 



view ; 



2. (Currently Amended) A method for facilitating transfer of vehicle leases between 

parties, the method comprising the steps of: 

providing a database of vehicle lease records concerning vehicle leases 

available for transfer; 
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3. 



4. 



provide a search engine for searching the vehicle lease database 
according to entered criteria, the search engine operable to identify available 
vehicle lease records which meet the entered criteria; 

providing access to the search engine via a computer network; 
upon execution of a given search induing criteria entered by a searching 
user providing, via the computer network, the searching user with veh.cle lease 
formation concerning at leastone matching vehicle lease record which meets the 
entered criteria of the given search, if such a matching vehicle lease record ««ts. 

le aS e milea gg J g M ^nt -.imnun. lease mi.ea re arrant .ease holder , 
lrTT rn , u„ r „ t ^ HKmthua u .ir.inf on lease, . nd^m^s^ 
month rer "»"""q nn rhe tease - 

(Original) The method of claim 2. comprising the further steps of: 

providing a lease action engine for modifying the vehicle lease database; 
providing controlled access to the lease action engine via the computer 

network; 

upon addition of a vehicle lease record to the vehicle lease database by a 
■isting user via the lease action engine, associating the entered vehicle lease record 
of the vehicle lease database with the listing user. 

(Original) The method of claim 3, comprising the further steps of: 

prior to enabling the listing user to add a vehicle lease record to the vehicle 
lease database via the lease action engine, requiring the listing user to become a 
registered user by at least entering listing user identifying information. 
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(Original) The method of claim 4, comprising the further step of: 

via the lease action engine, enabling .he listing user to delete or mo dl fy an 
existing vehicle lease record of the vehicle lease database only if the existing 
vehicle lease record is associated with the listing user. 

(Original) The method of claim 5, comprising the further step of: 

" obtaining identifying information from any searching user interested ,n 
contacting the listing user about a given vehicle lease record; 

providing the luting user access to a mailbox of searching user identifying 
inflation concerning searching user interest in at least one vehicle lease record 
associated with the listing user. 

(Original) The method of claim 5 wherein entered vehicle lease records are 
sociated with listing users via entered password information. 

8 (Ordinal) The method of claim 3, comprising the further steps of: 

" requiring the listing user to pay a first monetary fee for adding a vehicle 
lease record to the vehicle lease database; 

maintaining the vehicle lease record in the vehicle lease database and 
Accessible by the search engine for a set time period; 

requiring the listing user lo pay a second monetary fee in order to extend 
the set time period. 

9. (Original) The method of claim 8 wherein monetary payments are made via 
electronic credit card transactions. 



7 
as 
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10 (OriginaJ) The method of cla« 

permitting the searching user access to the search engine wUhout requiring 
that the searching user pay any monetary fee. 

, , (Original) The method of claim 10. comprising the further step of: 

initially limiting information available to the searching user concernmg the 

matching vehicle lease record; and 

requiring the searching user to pay a monetary fee in order lo obtain lisung 
contact information for the matching lease record. 



12. 



user 

(Original) The method of claim 1 1 , comprising the further step of: 

prior to the searching user paying the monetary fee, enablmg the searching 
user to enter quotums seeking additional information yarding the vehicle of the 

matching vehicles lease record; 

electronically forwarding entered searching user questions to the listing 
user without identifying the searching user to the listing user; 

electronically forwarding listing user responses to the searching user 
without identifying the listing user to the searching user. 

,3. (Original) The method of claim 1 1 wherein payment of the monetary fee is made 
via an electronic credit card transaction. 

14. (Original) The method of claim 10, comprising the further step of: 

if the searching user indicates interest in contacting the listing user of a 
given vehicle lei.se record, directing the searching user to a credit application 
entry screen to obtain credit application information from the searching user. 
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15 (Original) The method of claim .4, comprising the further step of: 

aerating an electronic credit application for the searching user and 
forwarding the electronic credit application to at least one credit provider. 

16 . (Original) The method of claim 15 wherein the credU provider is a lessor 
associated with the given vehicle lease record. 



17. 



18. 



19. 



(Original) The method of claim 15, comprising the further step of: 

upon receipt of approval/denial status of the submitted electron* crcd.t 
application, electronically notifying both the searching user and the Usting user of 
the approval/denial status. 

(Original) The method of claim 2, comprising the further step of: 

enabling a feting user to electronically initiate a lease transfer of a veh.de 
leaS e assorted with a given vehicle lease record to an iderified searching user. 

(Ordinal) The method of claim 18, comprising the further steps of: 

ifying with the identified searching user that the vehicle lease transfer 



vent 



should proceed; 

upon such verification, subm.tting a credit application of the identified 
searching user to a leasing company of the vehicle; 
upon approval of the credit application: 

receiving updated vehicle information from the listing user; 
producing necessary vehicle lease transfer documents and 
forwarding the documents to the listing user and the identified searching 
user for signature; 
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forwarding the signed lease transfer documents to the leasing 
company. 

20 (OnginaDThemethodofcla^ ,8. comprising the further step of. 

requinng the listing use, to pay a notary fee to initiate the lease transler. 

21 (Original) The method of claim 18, comprising the further step of: 

markmg the given vehrcle lease record as in a transfer pending state; 
displaymg the transfer pending state of the given vehicle lease record to 
subsequent searching users. 



22. 



(Original) The method of claim 18, comprising the further steps of: 

enabling the listinguser to electronically request insurance for coverage of 
vehicle liabihty retained by the listing user even after transfer of the vehicle lease. 

23 (Original) The method of claun 22, comprising the further step of: 

preparing an msurance application in response to the listing user request; 

and 

submitting the insurance application to an insurance provider for approval. 



24. 



(Original) The method of claim 2, comprising the further steps of: 

in the event that no current vehicle lease record in the vehicle lease 
database meets the entered critcna of the searching user's executed search at the 

time of execution: 

obtaining searching user identifying information including at least 

an e-mail address; 
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storing such information in association with the entered criteria of 

the searching user's executed search; 

subsequently conducting an automated search of the vehicle lease 
database for vehicle lease records meeting the entered criteria of the 
searcher's executed search; and 

if the automated search identifies at least one vehicle lease record 
meeting the entered criteria of the searcher's executed search, notifying the 
searching user via e-mail that a matching vehicle lease record exists in the 
vehicle lease database. 

25 (Orioin.1) The method of claim 24 wherein the computer network comprises the 
Internet and^the e-mail notification include, a link to the matchmg vehicle lease record. 

26. (Original) The method of claim 2 wherein the computer network comprises the 

Internet. 

27. (Original) The method of claim 2 wherein a multiplicity of the vehicle lease 
records each includes information identifying at least vehicle make, vehicle model, 
vehicle year, vehicle mileage, allowed lease mileage, lease payment amount, lease 
mileage amount, lease holder, and lease end buyout amount. 

28. (Original) The method of claim 2 wherein the information provided to the 
searching user includes the vehicle make, vehicle model, vehicle year, vehicle mileage, 
allowed lease mileage, lease payment amount, lease mileage amount, lease holder, lease 
end buyout amount, months remaining on lease, and available miles per month remaining 

on the lease. 
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29 . (Current* Amended) A method for facilitating transfer of vehicle leases between 

parties, the method comprising the steps of: 

providing a database of vehicle lease records concerning veh.de leases 
available for transfer rin each vehicle jease m-ord includes a. least oneof 

and lease end h"Y nllt amount; 

providing access to at least certain information concerning vehicle lease 

records in the vehicle lease database via a computer network; 

providing a lease action engine for modifying the vehicle lease database; 
providing controlled access to the lease action engine via the computer 

network; 

upon addition of a vehicle lease record to the vehicle lease database by a 
listing user via the lease action engine, associating the entered vehicle lease record 
of the vehicle lease database with the listing user; 

via the lease action engine, permitting the listing user to delete or modify 
an existing vehicle lease record of the vehicle lease database only if the existing 
vehicle lease record is associated with the listing user. 

30. (Original) The method of claim 29, comprising the further steps of: 

requiring the listing user to pay a first monetary fee for adding a given 
vehicle lease record to the vehicle lease database; 

maintaining accessibility to the information concerning the given vehicle 

lease record for a set time period; 

requiring the listing user to pay a second monetary fee in order to extend 

the set time period. 
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3 ! . (Currently Amended) A method for facilitating transfer of vehicle leases between 
parties, the method comprising the steps of: 

providing a database of vehicle lease records concerning vehicle leases 
available for transfer, each record including at least vehicle identifying 
information and listing user identifying information; 

providing searching users free access to at least certain information 
concerning vehicle lease records in the vehicle lease database via a computer 
network; 

initially limiting information available to the searching user concerning 
vehicle lease records, including preventing free access to listing user identifying 
information thaiwc^^^ 

directly ; and > 

requiring the searching user to pay a monetary fee in order to obtain hsting 

user contact information regarding a given vehicle lease record. 



32. 



(Ordinal) The method of claim 31. comprising the further step of: 

= prior to the searching user paying the monetary fee, enabling the searching 
user to enter questions seeking additional information regarding the vehicle of the 

matching vehicles lease record; 

electronically forwarding entered searching user questions to the listing 
user without identifying the searching user to the listing user; 

electronically forwarding listing user responses to the searching user 
without identifying the listing user to the searching user. 

33. (Original) The method of claim 31 wherein payment of the monetary fee is made 
via an electronic credit card transaction. 
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34 (Original) The method of claim 31, comprising the further step of: 

if the searching user indites interest in contacting the listing user of a 
glven vehicle lease record, directing the searching user to a credit application 
entry screen to obtain credit application information from the searchmg user. 

35. (Currently Amended) A method for faceting transfer of vehicle leases between 

parties, the method comprising the steps of: 

proving a database of vehicle lease records concerning vehicle leases 
available for transfer, each record including at least vehicle identifying 
information and listing user identifying information; 

providing searching users access to the database via a web site; 
via the web site, enabling a listing user to electronically initiate a lease 
transfer of the vehicle associated with the given vehicle lease record to an 
identified searching userjuchth at thr identified searching ns.r can thereafte r 
, )1|1ir Th . ..-^i. , MM associate .1 n,jth rhr pivrn vehicle lease record. 

36 (Original) The method of claim 35, comprising the further steps of: 

verifying with the identified searching user that the vehicle lease transfer 

should proceed; 

upon such verification, submitting a credit application of the identified 
searching user to a leasing company of the vehicle; 
upon approval of the credit application: 

receiving updated vehicle information from the listing user, 
producing necessary vehicle lease transfer documents and 
forwarding the documents to the listing user and the identified searching 
user for signature; 
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37. 



38. 



forwarding the signed lease transfer documents to the leasing 

company. 

(Original) The method of claim 35, comprising the further step of: 

reqmnng the listing user to pay a monetary fee to initiate the lease transfer. 

(Original) The method of claim 35, comprising the further steps of: 

enabling the listing user to electronically request insurance for coverage of 
vehicle liability retained by the listing user even after transfer of the vehicle lease. 

39 (Original) The method of claim 38, comprising the further step of: 

preparing an insurance application in response to the listing user request; 

and 

submitting the insurance application to an insurance provider for approval. 

40. (Currently Amended) A computer-based system for facilitating transfer of vehicle 
leases between parties, the system comprising: 

a web site computer system including: 

a database of vehicle lease records concerning vehicle leases 

available for transfer; 

an Internet accessible search engine for searching the vehicle lease 
database according to entered criteria, the search engine operable to 
identify available vehicle lease records which meet the entered criteria; 

the search engine operable upon execution of a given search 
including criteria entered by a searching user, to produce a web 
page providing the searching user with access to at least certain 
vehicle lease information concerning at least one matching vehicle 
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lease record which meets the entered criteria of the given search, if 
such a matching vehicle lease record exists; 

the search engine operable upon input by the searching user 
to (i) store the entered criteria of the given search, (ii) associate the 
stored u^erentered criteria with at least an e-mail of the searching 
user, (lii) conduct at least one future automated search of the 
veh.de lease database for vehicle lease records meeting the stored 
u^ntered criteria, and (iv) initiate e-mail notification of the 
searching user in event the future automated search identifies at 
least one matching vehicle lease record; 

an Internet accessible lease action engine for modifying the vehicle 
lease database, the lease action engine producing at least one web page for 
the entry of information for a vehicle lease record to be added to the 
vehicle lease database by a listing user; 

the lease action engine operable to associate an added 
vehicle lease record of the vehicle lease database with the listing 
user upon addition of the added vehicle lease record to the vehicle 

lease database; 

the lease action engine further operable to produce at least 
one web page for enabling a given user to delete or modify an 
existing vehicle lease record of the vehicle lease database only if 
the listing user associated with the existing vehicle lease record is 
the given user. 
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4, (Onginal) Tne computer-based system of data 40 further compnsmg: 

the lease action engine enables a listing user to electronically m.t.a.e a 
lease transfer of the vehicle associated with the given vehicle lease record to an 



identified searching user; 

a lease transfer engine operable to 
veri: 



fying, via electronic communication with the identified 
searching user, that the vehicle lease transfer should proceed; 

upon such verification, electronically submit a credit application of 
the identified searching user to a leasing company of the vehicle; 
upon approval of the credit application: 

receive updated vehicle information from the listing user; 
electronically produce necessary vehicle lease transfer 
documents and electronically forwarding the documents to the 
listing user and the identified searching user for electronic 
signature; 

electronically forward the signed lease transfer documents 
to the leasing company. 

42. (New Claim) A method for facilitating transfer of vehicle leases between parties, 

the method comprising the steps of: 

providing a database of vehicle lease records concerning vehicle leases 

available for transfer; 

providing a search engine for searching the vehicle lease database 
according to entered criteria, the search engine operable to identify available 
vehicle lease records which meet the entered criteria; 

providing access to the search engine via a computer network; 
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upon execution of a gtven search including cntena .n.ered by a searctang 
user, providing, via the computer network. Ore searching user with vehicle lease 
information concerning a, leas, one matching vehicle lease record which meets the 
entered criteria of .he given search, if such a matching vehicle lease record extsts; 

obtainmg credit application information from the searching user; 

generating an electronic credit application for the searching user using the 
obtained credit application information and forwarding the electronic credtt 
application to at least one credit provider. 

43. (New Claim) A method for facilitating transfer of vehicle leases between partes, 

the method comprising the steps of: 

providing a database of vehicle lease records concermng vehicle leases 

available for transfer; 

providing a search engine for searching the vehicle lease database 
according to entered cnteria, the search engine operable to identify available 
vehicle lease records which meet the entered criteria; 

providing access to the search engine via a computer network; 
upon execution of a given search including cntena entered by a searching 
user, providing, via the computer network, the searching user with vehicle lease 
information concerning at least one matching vehicle lease record which meets the 
entered cntena of the given search, if such a matching vehicle lease record exists; 

enabling the searching user to enter questions seeking additional 
information regarding the vehicle of the matching vehicle lease record; 

electronically forwarding entered searching user questions to a listing user 
for the matching vehicle lease record, and electronically forwarding listing user 
responses to the searching user, while limiting searching user access to listing user 
identifying information. 
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44. (New Claim) A method for facilitating transfer of vehicle leases between parties, 

the method comprising the steps of: 

providing a database of vehicle lease records concerning vehicle leases 
available for transfer, each record including at least vehicle identifying 
information and listing user identifying information; 

providing searching users access to the database via a web site; 

via the web site, enabling a listing user to electronically request insurance 
for coverage of vehicle liability retained by the listing user even after transfer of 
the vehicle lease. 



Page 16 of 18 

Serial No. 09/775,002 

Amendment and Response dated September 1 7 2004 

In Follow-up to Applicant's Appeal Bnef dated Apnl 21. 2004 

WH&E SWAP/03 

K:\SWAPVM\An *ndn*ni and Responsc-RCE.-'pa 



This Page is Inserted by IFW Indexing and Scanning 
Operations and is not part of the Official Record 



Defective images within this document are accurate representations of the original 
documents submitted by the applicant. 

Defects in the images include but are not limited to the items checked: 

□ BLACK BORDERS 

□ IMAGE CUT OFF AT TOP, BOTTOM OR SIDES 

□ FADED TEXT OR DRAWING 



□ SKEWED/SLANTED IMAGES 

□ COLOR OR BLACK AND WHITE PHOTOGRAPHS 

□ GRAY SCALE DOCUMENTS 

□ LINES OR MARKS ON ORIGINAL DOCUMENT 

□ REFERENCE(S) OR EXHIBIT(S) SUBMITTED ARE POOR QUALITY 

□ OTHER: 

IMAGES ARE BEST AVAILABLE COPY. 
As rescanning these documents will not correct the image 
problems checked, please do not report these problems to 
the IFW Image Problem Mailbox. 



BEST AVAILABLE IMAGES 




BLURRED OR ILLEGIBLE TEXT OR DRAWING 



